daaDluy) A glal) clpaiie - | pudll ol (8 A Glall (saiia (he agaadl 8 2a5 5 elae YT ST Al http://alflojaweb.com/vb/showthread.php?t=50390

SV} a1\ 18

AL- F.ﬂLLU].ﬂ.H IsLamic FoRUMS

Soblul has g2l powl g2l possl (asoMwl @0Vl Ll ) Sl Saino < 121 lall wlbasaoll 11 < amoMwdl axslall Cliio e
Josll e wuss s90ll &als « Sl oy N9 a>glall Saiio o p.pml)s Ay slacVl, jusi all v
pugaadl Ol owleill

<21 20laxen

gsogall yo,e glgil  ggogall wigsl

#1 w0 P9 dio [
3,933 108, Liroll Q hada Fiaa

 Buaid] p s N9 a>gldd] Sdiio o ppuaslyd Ay clacVl, yusi alll

Thomas Hegghammer

March 2nd, 2009 | Better Know a Forum, Egypt, Operational Material, Saudi Arabia,
Yemen, tactics

As most Jihadica readers probably know, the jihadi internet is used for many things,
but not for operational planning. | have yet to come across online discussions or
instructions for concrete operations by professional militants. However, once in a
while you see amateurs proposing specific operations — “prét a porter plots” — for
others to carry out.

One such bright idea was posted on Faloja yesterday by a member named Sabir, who
proposes that al-Qaida on the Arabian Peninsula (QAP) fire Katyusha rockets from the
Saudi shore of the Gulf of Aqaba toward Sharm al-Sheikh, where international leaders
are meeting today to raise money for the reconstruction of Gaza.

Sabir addresses his message “to Abu Basir [Nasir al-Wuhayshi], Emir of al-Qaida on
the Arabian Peninsula” and humbly presents “a small and simple operation for three
Islamic lions from the military corps under your command.” He notes that Ras
al-Shaykh Hamid on the Saudi coast is only 7-8 kilometers away from Sharm al-Shaykh,
while Katyusha rockets have a range of 10-22 kilometers. One could even use medium
or heavy mortar ****Is, which have a range of 4.9-8.2km and 10 km respectively. Having
done a certain amount of background research, Sabir includes maps, satellite pictures
and photographs from the area to illustrate his point. Unconcerned about Muslim
collateral damage, he concedes that one might not succeed in hitting the conference
venue directly, but even striking nearby will send a strong signal, as did the failed
mortar attack on UN secretary general Ban Ki Moon during the latter’s visit to Baghdad
in March 2007. Sabir also admits that “you may not have time to do it today, but you
have plenty of time in the coming days to acquire long-range missiles”.

There have been missile plots in Saudi Arabia in the past. In January 1998, Saudi
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security forces intercepted a shipment of missiles on the Yemeni-Saudi border
intended for an al-Qaida attack on the US consulate in Jidda (see p 708 of this article).
In May 2002, guards discovered empty missile tubes from a failed attack on planes
taking off from the Prince Sultan Airbase. The missiles from the latter attack had been
acquired in Yemen, and they were allegedly from the same batch as those used in the
Mombasa attack later the same year.

Still, Sabir’s idea is completely off the wall. Katyushas have never been found on the
Arabian Peninsula, the QAP is currently holed up in Yemen, and it takes more than a
few days to plan an operation like this. Moreover, as other forum members dryly note
in their comments, the idea is useless the moment you post it on online for all the
intelligence services in the world to see.

The posting is nevertheless interesting, first of all because it is unusually specific and
shows that we cannot completely dismiss the Internet’s potential as an arena for
operational brainstorming. At the same time, it illustrates the lack of military know-how
of many online jihadists. In much of the forum material, there is a spectacular
disconnection between intention and capability. Unfortunately, the haute couture of
terrorism is prepared behind closed doors.
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